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ample refutation of the many falſhoods circulated about that 

time in the printed and manuſcript libels of Meſſ. Rutherford 
and Harris, I determined never more to trouble the world on the ſub» 
ject of the ridiculous ſquabbles wherein I had unfortunately involved 
myſelf, by a connection with two of the moſt impracticable men that 
ever diſturbed the peace of civil ſociety. My friends unanimouſly 2 
N this reſolution, thinking, that as I had fo plainly proved Mr. 
Powell and myſelf to have been the only parties injured, the Publick 
would pay no attention to the future complaints of men, who already 
ſtood convicted of ſo much falſhood and diſingenuity. Mr. Harris, 
however, has lately dreſſed up another tale, in which, as well as in the 
firſt Narrative publiſhed by him and Mr. Rutherford, he has, in man 
inſtances, not told the truth; in many others he has not told the wwho 
truth; and in moſt he has, by additions and miſrepreſentations, diſguiſed 
the truth: a ſpecies of ſtory-teiling more dangerous than peremptory 
falſhood, as it lies leſs open to detection, and is conſequently more likely 
to deceive. My friends, therefore, thoſe very friends who firſt diſ- 
ſuaded me from publication, knowing how fully I could juſtify my con- 
duct, now think ſuch a juſtification a debt due to my own character, as 
well as to the Publick, who have been pleaſed to honour our diſputes 
with more notice than they deſerve. Something has indeed been occa- | 
ſionally thrown out in my behalf in the publick papers; but their circu- 


\ FTER having, in February laſt, publiſhed a moſt clear and 


lation, however extenſive, is but tranſient; and it was imagined that 


2 ſummary of the real facts would more effectually detect the impoli- 
Mt : : B | tions 
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tions of T. Harris, than occaſional comments on particular parts of his 

ublication. In giving this true ſtate of the circumſtances referred to by 
bim, I ſhall neceſſarily be drawn into an examination of his pamphlet, 
which, with ſome other occurrences, will ſerve as a diſſection of the 
heart and mind of the man. Paſſion (as I told him before) is a human 
frailty, and therefore in ſome degree excuſable; but rancour and ma- 
lice, ſupported by falſhood, are diabolical. 

The prefixed Addreſs to the Publick (which is a compound of ſer- 
vility and inſolence, at once appealing to their tribunal, owning their 
authority, and refuſing to ſubmit to it) contains only one charge which 
is not repeated in the body of the pamphlet. The charge is that of my 
having inſulted ſeveral ingenious writers, Among the many brilliant ex- 
ploits of Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, after the forcible entry of the 
ſeventeenth of June, Mr. Harris has not told the world, that beſides 
breaking open the prompter's office, and carrying off the prompt- 
books, he alſo rifled a cabinet in that office, containing my private letters, 
all which he examined, and left in a condition that teſtified what cvil 
perſons had been there. He there read ſeveral letters that had paſſed 
between me and gentlemen who had offered pieces for the ſtage. Some 
of theſe letters to and from me are, I believe, now in Mr. Harris's 

ſſeſſion; but with all this evidence in his hands, thus delzcately ob- 
tained, I defy him to produce one proot y having in/ulted any wri- 
ter whatever. 

Mr. Harris opens his Letter with a charge of my writing all the 
news-papers, the St. James's Chronicle in particular. The few things 
which I have lately inſerted in the laſt- mentioned paper, are written in a 
manner that ſhews I did not wiſh or mean to be concealed, Many 
other letters, &c. in the publication of which I had not, directly or in- 
directly, the moſt diſtant concern, have appeared in that and other pub- 
lick papers: but it ill becomes Mr. Harris to throw out theſe inſinua- 
tions, while he is himſelf continually running to all the news-printers in 
rown with his own ſcurrilous letters and paragraphs, and his friend Mr, 
Kenrick's dirty epigrams in his pocket; having abſolutely opened an 
.accourit current with the publiſhers, and undertaken to pay a round 
price for their ſuffering their papers to become the regiſters of his falſe- 
hood, and journals of his malignity. 
| Mr. Harris then recurs to the firſt tranſactions that paſt between us. 
Here, relytng on the unmindfulneſs of the reader, who might have long 
ago thrown by my publication, he ſtruggles hard to overturn the credi- 


bility of my Narrative; exerting all his ſophiſtry to prove me the con- 


triver of Mr. Powell's precluſion, and that I had originally formed a 
latent deſign to ſtrip my aſſociates both of their power and their property. 
7 Fiction 


— 
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Fiction is various, and aſſumes a thouſand different ſhapes and colours, 
according to the preſent purpoſe. Truth is ſimple and conſtant, In 
ſpeaking therefore of theſe tranſactions, I can only repeat what 1 have 
{aid before, leaving it to the reader to compare our ſeveral relations of 
the ſame facts, and ſubmitting to him two or three obſervations tending 
to eſtabliſh the credibility of what I. formerly laid before him as A True 
State of the Caſe. | | 


On the thirtieth of March, all the four parties met at Mr. Powell's. 

Mr. Colman being aſked by Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, whether he * * 
had conſidered of the affair which Mr. Powell had at their defire com- 
municated to him, replied, that he thought himſelf much obiiged to Mr. Powell 
for his good opinion, but could not think of availing himſelf of ſuch a partiality, 
unleſs they concurred in Mr, Powell's ſentiments; and that if they were not of 
opinion that Mr. Colman's advice and aſſiſtance were eſſential to the welfare of the 
. undertaking, he would by no means think of becoming a party concerned merely 
from the nomination of Mr. Powell. Their reply tothis declaration was conceived 
in the moſt handſome terms; and, to convince Mr. Colman that the many civil 
things they ſaid on this occaſion were not words of courſe, they afterwards recurred 
to this ſubject, and repeatedly aſſured him of the great value they ſet upon his ac- 
ceſſion to their ſcheme, independent of every other conſideration than their tho- 
rough perſuaſion of the advantage that would reſult from it in the ſucceſs of the 
Theatre. Being late, it was agreed, after a ſhort converſation on the intended 
purchaſe, that the our ſhould have a ſecond meeting the very next night, in order 
to come to a final determination; and to enter into articles of agreement among 
themſelves concerning the purchaſe. Juſt before their parting, Mr. Colman, ad- 
dreſſing Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, obſerved, that managing a Theatre was 
like ſtirring a fire, which every man thought he could do better than any body 
elſe. Now, gentlemen, ſaid he, I think I ftir a fire better than any man in 
England.“ To this they replied, < Do you manage; let Mr. Powell act; all 
<< we want is to have good intereſt for our money.“ 

Ihe next evening we met gain; and, at the deſire of Meſſ. Ruther- WON 
ford and Harris, Mr. Hutchinſon, a gentleman whom they particularly * 
recommended for his abilities and integrity in his profeſſion, attended with an in- 
ſtrument prepared for us to ſign. By this agreement, Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris 
were empowered to treat for the purchaſe of the Theatre, &c. at any ſum not ex- 
ceeding 60,6001. forty thouſand to be raiſed by themſelves, and twenty by Colman 
and Powell, whom they were to aſſiſt with a loan of. 50001. each, to make up 
their proportions of the purchaſe-money. On Mr. Alutchinſon's reading over 
this inſtrument, when he came to that part of it wherein it was recited, that the 
four parties hond be jointly and equally concerned in the management of the Theatre, 
Mr. Colman begged leave to interrupt him, and told him it was a ſettled point 
that he (Mr. Colman) was to be inveſted with the direction of ghe Theatre; 
whereupon, to his very great ſurpriſe, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford declared, that 
they never had the leaſt intention of forming ſuch an article ; that, as they had 
the turn of the ſcale in the purchaſe-money, they could not think of lowering 
their conſequence in the purchaſe, &c. Mr. Colman faid, that he took it for 
granted (as he moſt certainly did) that this * had been previouſly underſtood 
1 | 2 on 
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on all ſides; and that he had plainly declared to Mr. Powell, on his firſt appli- 
cation, that he would never be concerned in the purchaſe, unleſs he ſhould be in- 
veſted with the theatrical direction. Mr. Powell allowed the truth of this aſſertion, 
but ſaid nothing in approbation of Mr. Colman's claim of the manogement ; and Meſl. 
Rutherford and Harris ſeeming ſenſible of his ſuperior utility in this province, 
but unwilling to acknowledpe that ſuperiority under their hands, the agreement 
was at laſt ſigned by each of the four parties, in the form in which it had been 
originally prepared. | | 
his tranſaction paſſed on the thirty-firſt of March, though the manuſcript 
paper exhibited at Slaughter's, as well as the printed Narrative, for the ſame pur- 
pole of fallacy that will appear through the whole, place it much later. | 
: The next morning | ſet out for Bath, where I remained till the 
April 1. third or fourth of May. In the mean time, Mleſſ. Harris and Ruther= 
ford contracted for the purchaſe, depoſited 0, ooo J. and agreed for the payment 
of the remainder on the enſuing firſt of July, | 
I bave been extremely particular in the above relation, becauſe I am reſolved 
not to ſuppreſs or diſguiſe the moſt minute fact, that may ſeem in the leaſt 
favourable to Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris. Fora like reaſon I ſhall ſuppreſs all 
my reflections and reſolutions declared to particular friends, till I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing thoſe gentlemen again, which was not till ſome days after my return to 
May. town; the ſame melancholy occaſion that ſummoned me from Bath 
- 3:67, fooner than I propoſed, having alſo ſecluded me from company. In 
| the mean time, Mel. Rutherford and Harris expreſſed the greateſt im- 
patience for an interview with me, apart from Mr. Poweil. On the very firſt con- 
ference, they teſtified, in the warmeſt terms, their earneſt defire that I ſhould be 
inveſted, with the theatrical direction, complaining at the ſame time of the indiſere- 
tion of Mr. Powell, to whom they afcribed the notoriety of our intended purchaſe, 
which was now. become the common talk of the town, and our names inſerted in 


every news- paper. 


It is but juſtice to Mr. Powell to declare, that it afterwards appeared that, 
from the peculiar circumſtances of Mr. Rich's will, his widow. thought herſelf 
bound in honour to declare to ſome other candidates for the purchaſe, that ſhe had 
given notice to the truſtees of her having contracted for the ſale, This circumſtance, 
as well as the neceſſary applications by each of the parties to their friends for 
the requiſue ſum, tended to make the treaty publick. One part of Mr. Powell's 
conduct on this occaſion, though it certainly contributed to betray our operations, 
is very much to his honour, though the written Narrative, with the fame ſpirit of 
candour that animates the whole, endeavours to interpret it to his difadvantage,, 
and to tax him with a ſcandalous breach of faith to the Patentees of Drury- Lane 
Theatre, The truth is, that the very day after Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris had 
applied to Mr. Powell, he communicated the matter to Mr. Lacey, who very 
kindly aſſured bim of his beſt wiſhes, and a continuance of the ſame friendſhip 
which he had ſhewn to Mr, Powell on every former occaſion. Mr. Garrick. was. 
then at Bath, | | 
Mh In a word, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford now inſiſted on the ex- 
ery dy pediency of inveſting Mr. Colman with the direction of the Theatre, 

and were extremely folicitous to ſettle this point before Mr. Powell's 


ſummer-engagzements ſhould: call him out of town. To this end it was propoſed, 


that we ſhould each of us conſider of that and ſome other neceſſary articles, and 
| | | throw 
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throw our thoughts concerning them upon paper. I did fo; and Mi. Harris, in 
a few days, took occaſion to call upon me one morning alone. I then ſubmitted 
to him a paper containing a ſketch of ſome articles, and among the reſt, one 
relative to the management, which was as follows: | ni 


That George Colman ſhall be inveſted with the theatrical direction, that is 
*« to ſay, the power of engaging and diſmiſſing actors, actreſſes, ſingers, dancers, 
© muſicians, &c. &c. of receiving or rejecting ſuch new pieces as ſhall be offered 
to the Theatre; of caſting the 5 Jn of appointing what plays, farces, &c. ſhall 
<< be performed ; together with the ſole conduct of all ſuch things as are generally 
« underſtood to be comprehended under the dramatick and theatrical province: 
& Provided always that the oY George Colman fhall not do any act contrary to the opinion 
*© of ANY TWO of the other partners in writing expreſſed : and that if the four part- 
« mers all be equally divided in opinion, that the matter in diſpute ſhall be referred ta 
* « two arbitrators, one for each party; and if the ſaid two arbitrators cannot agree, that 
« they ſhall join in appornting one other arbitrator, whoſe opin:on ſhall be deciſive and final.” 
Ona peruſing the above rough draught of an article, Mr. Harris did me the 

honour to obſerve, that the footing on which I was willing to reſt my manage- 
ment was extremely generous, and agreeable to the candour which I had ſhown in 
my whole tranſaftion with them; but that he thought it neceffary that I ſhould 
have more power than ſuch an article would give me; that he had the greateſt 
eſteem and regard for his friend Mr. Rutherford, whom he thought a very honeſt, 
-good-natured man, but that there were no two perſons in the world more likely 
to differ in opinion than himſelf and Mr. Rutherford; ſo that if Mr. Rutherford 
and Mr. Powell ſhould happen to join in oppoſition to any of my meaſures, an ob- 
ſtruction in the management muſt neceſſarily enfue ; that his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Longman, had told him, that he and Mr. Rutherford might differ, but that he and 
Mr. Colman never could ; he could wiſh, therefore, that I would agree to put Mr. 
Powell entirely out of the queſtion, and to place the whole negative power in him- 
ſelf and Mr. Rutherford, and then (added he) * You will always be ſure of ONE of 
us,” | | 

Although this ſcene paſt entirely between Mr. Harris and me, yet the truth of 
it does not reſt on my bare affertion ; for I recapitulated all theſe circumſtances to 
Mr. Harris ſome weeks ago at the Theatre, in the preſence of Meſſrs. Ruther- 
ford, Powell, and Hutchinſon, He allowed the facts, but added, that he had 
been miſtaken in me. I returned him the compliment. 

I fell into the ſnare, and ſaid, that if Mr. Powell could be prevailed on to aſſent 
to fuch an article, I had no objection to it. Mr. Rutherford, in this inftance, as 
in every other, implicitly ſubmitted to the opinion af Mr. Harris. Mr. Powell, 
however, ſhewed great repugnance to giving me the direction. On my expoſtulat- 
ing with him alone on this ſubject, and reminding him of his firſt application to 
me, and my declared reſolutions at that period, he frankly confeſſed that he had 
been adviſed to the contrary; but that, on reflection, he returned to his original in- 
tentions, and was content to put his fame and fortune into my hands. 

This is the real hiſtory of the article reſpeAing the management, 
which was accordingly ſigned by all parties on the 14th of May, and 
is as follows: | 


© WHEREAS Thomas Harris, John Rutherford, George Colman, an” | 
Powell, by certain articles of agreement, dated the 31ſt Day of M- 
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agree to purchaſe of the Repreſentatives of John Rich, Eſq. deceaſed, two patents 
for exhibiting theatrical performances, and the ſeveral leaſes of Covent- garden the- 
atre, and the rooms, buildings, conveniences, furniture, cloaths, ſcenes, decora- 
tions, muſic, entertainments, and all things belonging to the ſaid Theatre; and 
the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford were thereby authoriſed to treat for, 
and purchaſe the ſame, at a ſum not exceeding 60,0001. and the purchaſe- money 
was to be ad anced by the ſaid parties equally, and they were to become jointly poſ- 
ſeſſed of, and intereſted in, the premiſſes ſo to be purchaſed, and were to be jointly 
and equally concerned in the management of the ſaid Theatre, and were to execute 
proper deeds and inſtruments for that purpoſe, when the ſaid purchaſe ſhould be 
completed. And whereas the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford have ac- 
cordingly contracted and agreed with the repreſentatives of the ſaid John Rich, for 
the purchaſing of the ſaid patents, leaſes, premiſſes, and things, at and for the ſum 
of 60,0001. and ſuch purchaſe is to be completed on the firſt of July next: Now 
the ſaid ſeveral parties, having peruſed and fully underſtanding the purport 
and contents of the ſaid contract, do approve of, and confirm the ſame. And hay- 
ing alſo, in conſequence thereof, taken into their conſideration the Management of 
the ſaid Theatre, they have, for the better and more eaſy conducting of the buſineſs 
thereof, as well as for their joint and equal benefit and advantage, agreed, and do 
hereby mutually declare and agree, that, notwithſtanding any thing contained in 
the ſaid agreement already made between the ſaid parties, the ſaid George Colman 
ſhall be inveſted with the Direction of the ſaid Theatre in the particulars following, 
viz, that he ſhall have the power of engaging and ng performers of all kinds; 
of receiving or rejecting ſuch new pieces as ſhall be offered to the ſaid theatre, or 
the proprietors thereof ; of caſting the plays; of appointing what plays, farces, en- 
tertainments, and other exhibitions, ſhall be performed; and of conducting all ſuch 
things as are generally underſtood to be comprehended in the dramatic and theatri- 
cal province. And that the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford ſhall be de- 
fired to attend to the comptrolment of the Accounts and Treaſury, relative to the 
faid theatre. Provided always, and in as much as the ſaid Thomas Harris and Jobn Ru- 
. therford will have leiſure to attend to the affairs of the ſaid theatre, and the ſaid William 
Powell is to be engaged as an Actor or Performer upon the Stage ( for which purpoſe ſeparate 
articles are intended to be entered into between him and the other parties), in which his 
time and attention will be chiefly employed and taken up, ſo that he will not be able to apply 
himſelf in managing the buſineſs of the theatre; it is therefore hereby further agreed, that 
ſhe fer George Colman ſhall, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, communicate 
and ſubmit his conduct, and the meaſures he ſhall intend to purſue, unto them 3 hop T he- 
mas Harris and Fohn Rutherford; and in caſe they ſhall, at any time, fientfy their diſap- 
probation thereof, in writing, unto the ſaid George Colman, then and in that caſe the meas 
ſures, ſo diſapproved of, ſhall not be carried into execution, any thing before contained to 
the contrary thereof notwith/ianding. Yet, . with reſpect to the ſaid William 
Powell, it is intended and agreed, that he ſhall, at all times, give his advice and Ye 
relative to any part of the buſineſs of the ſaid theatre, when thercunto deſired by the other 
parties, Witneſs the hands of the ſaid parties, this 14th day of May, 1767. 


Witneſs, - 3 JNO.RUTHERPORD 
JA. HUTCHINSON, G. COLMAN, Y 


WILL, POWELL,” 
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- My own ſketch of the article here inſ-rted, relative to the manage- 
ment, providing that I ſhould not do any act contrary to the opinion of ANY 
TWO of the other partners in writing exgrifſed, inconteſtibly proves the 
falſhood of T. Harris's aſſertion, that it appears evident from the Harris's Let. 
very firſt, that Colman uſed every means ro ENGROSS THE WHOLE p. 9+ / 
POWER TO HIMSELF. That the negative power ſhould be transferred from. 
ANY Two, and the controul afterwards veſted ſcleh in Rutherford and 
Harris, could be the contrivance of none but thoſe who were to engroſs 
the power reſigned by Mr. Powell. Mr. Harris himſelf ſays, We thought 
it prudent to give a particular charge and precauticn to Mr. Harries Let. 
Hutchinſan, OUR ATTORNEY, 1% take à ſpecial care to guard b. 8. 
and ſecure our rigbis and authority in this new inſtrument relative to the 
management. Here it appears that the gentleman who drew the article 
was at that time ſolely their attorney, and that Powell and Colman re- 
poled ſuch an entire confidence in their good faith, as to employ on 
this. occaſion no attorney at all. Mr. Hutchinſon, however, unfortu- 
nately for Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, was a plain man, and did not 
underſtand what was meant to be conveyed by their ſecret iniiructions 
to guard and ſecure THEIR Tights and authority in this new inſtrument ; ſo 
that he incautiouſly left certain openings, as T. Harris calls them, into 
which the rights and authority of the other partners have inſinuated 
themſelves. For this, and other offences equally heinous, Mr. Hut- 
chinſon long ago received his diſmiſſion, as attorney to the Theatre, 
from Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris; together with a letter from the laſt 
of thoſe gentlemen, more impudent and inſolent, if poſſible, than any 
which they have ſent to their partners. Mr. Hutchinſon was too dull 
to conceive the meaning of dark hints about guarding and ſecuring their 
rights and authority : it behoved them therefore, in the formation of this 
new inſtrument, to have employed ſome able dexterous attorney, to 
whom they might have /poken out, and have told him in expreſs terms, 
„Powell has agreed to reſign his power to Colman: take care, Mr. 
“ Attorney, that Colman ſhall have no power at all!“ 

As to the anecdote relative to a tranſaction in November, the real 
fact is as follows: The four proprietors, attended by Mr. Hutchinſon, 
met to ſettle a body of articles of partnerſhip. On this occaſion Mr. 
Colman remonſtrated, that Mr. Powell's precluſion having been made 
ſo notorious by their publickly reading the article on the ſtage on the 
ſecond of November, Mr. Powell was degraded in the eyes of the whole 


Theatre. It was propoſed therefore to recur to my original plan of an 


article, which left him, as well as them, an equitable controul in the 
direction. This Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris flatly refuſed, but offer- 
ed, as they have often done ſince, 7% burn all articles, As it is impoſſi- 
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87 
ble not to ſee the drift of this propoſal, it is no wonder that it has on 
our part been conſtantly rejefted.----I ſhall now (in the words of T. 
Harris's Let, Harris) leave the impartial reader to determine which of us is 
p. 11. guilty of ſuggeſting, of accompliſhing, and of continuing 
the excluſion of Mr. Powell. e ere „ 4 . 
Harris's Let, The ſeaſon at length arrived for opening the Theatre, and Meſſ. 
P-14 Harris and Rutherford entered the Theatre with all the cbear- 
fulneſs of young men, fond of a new, | promiſing, and agreeable purchaſe. 
Pretty maſters! what an idea, I warrant, had they formed of a Thea- 
tre! A play-houſe, like a play-thing, as it was new, was agreeable. 
But how were theſe young men received by that ſour od fellow Colman? 
He never. introduced them to the performers. - The truth is, Colman 
himſelf had no perſonal acquaintance with the majority of them, and 
had introduced himſelf by taking the men by the hand, and ſaluting 
the women. Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford might have done the ſame ; 
or if any thing further was neceſſary, the late manager, if defired, would 
no doubt have been ſo obliging as to attend, in order to introduce the 
Harris's Let. NEW Proprietors to the performers. That I. ſtopped them ſhort, 
p. 1s. and bade them go'off the ſtage, is a moſt notorious: falſhood. 
They were there ſome minutes, at the end of which the performers, as 
is uſual, betraying ſome impatience at fo long an interruption,” I ſaid, 
peither rudely nor uncivilly, Come, let us go on with our buſineſs |—l 
ſhould be aſhamed of twice refuting this filly charge, if the malice was 
not equal to the folly of it. 2 "rok 
Harris's Let. On the fourteenth of September the Theatre opened, and which 
P: 15- party betrayed ixſolence, will appear from a ſhort recapitulation 
of the facts already before the Publick. In two days Mr. Harris's ill 
humour broke out on the ſubje& of Mrs. Leſſingham's drefling-room 
immediately after ſucceeded that lady's inſolent epiſtle (probably diftated 
by T. Harris) to the prompter; and immediately after that an bpen act 
of hoſtility from Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, attended with the moſt 
flagrant violation of our articles, by their altering the caſt : book, and ſign- 
ing a liſt of parts allotted to Mrs. Leſſingham; a proceeding the more 
_ Inſulting and offenſive, as it meant to expoſe my ſuppoſed ſubjection to 
them to a principal officer of the theatre. Theſe tranſactions and 
thole which followed relative to Cymbeline, and the engagement of Mr. 
and Mrs Yates, are ſo familiar to the town, that I agree with Mr. 
Harris's Let, Harris tbe time would be miſpent in agitating an obſolete queſtion : 
p. is, but the truth of my repreſentation of thoſe matters being 
chiefly founded on the evidence of his own letters, muſt ſurely be al- 
lowed to be incoatrovertible baer Bal 
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Their enquiries into the wardrobe were merely an act of ſpleen, 
ia conſequence of the repreſentation of Cymbeline. Way will Mr. 
Harris lay then, wE WERE TOLD BY THE WARDROBE-KEEPERS, that 

great part of the property was inthe poſſeſſion of Mrs. Powell, at her houſe in 
EKaulſel- Street, Cevent-Gerden? Why will he oblige me to tire the Publick 
by repeating, in the words of the True State, that“ They had, by the 
% advice of Mrs. Rich, approved of keeping the unappropriated cloaths 
« out of the wardrobe and had not only joined with me in defiring Mrs. 
„Powell to take the care of them, but agreed to. purchaſe Mrs. Kich's 
+ dwelling-houſe, adjoining to the theatre, for the reſidence of Mr. and 
„Mrs. Powell, allowing a very large abatement of the rent, in conſi- 
% deration of their reſerving a room for the occaſional meetings of the 
managers, and other apartments for. the purpoſe of lodging therein 
&« the unappropriated cloaths.” It is true, indeed, Meſſ. Rutherford and 
Harris afterwards thought proper to recede from this agreement, which 
Powell and Colman thought themſelves bound in honour and juſtice to 
fulfil. | | 4 

As to my Management of the Theatre, whatever re flections T. Har. 
ris may endeavour to throw on it, however he may prevaricate by talk- 
ing of the ſmall profiis that have reſulted from it, the ſucceſs of it is in- 
conteſtible; and the extraordinary receipts of the laſt ſeaſon are an irre- 
fragable proof that Covent Garden Theatre has attracted the particular 
notice and favour of the Publick under my direction. If the diſburſe- 
ments have been very large, great part of thoſe ſums muſt be conſidered 
as the firſt expence of ſetting up in buſineſs, having been employed in 
what may be called fock in trade, which is at this inſtant of great in- 
trinſick value, and will prevent future expence; and, large as thoſe 
diſburſements have been, I was not the promoter of them, except in the 
ſingle * of engaging Mr. and Mrs. Yates, more than Mr. Har- 
ris; and that ſingle inſtance was honoured with Mr. Rutherford's ap- 
probation, till his colleague exerted his undue influence over him, and 
taught him to object to it. 

Now I am on the article of expence, it may not be amiſs to lay before 
the Publick a ſhort anecdote. When Mr. Powell, at a meeting of all 
the proprietors, propoſed ſome additional illuminations, I objected to 
them, . at leaſt for the preſent, ſaying that they would haye'a happier 
effect at the commencement of a ſeaſon. Mr. Harris ſaid, the mealure 
being adviſeable, the ſooner it was carried into execution the better. Mr, 
Powell accordingly gave the neceſſary orders; but when the bills came 
in, Mr. Harris and his collzague forbad the payment of the ſum charged 
for two luſtres to their Majeſties box, ſaying it was @ meaſure that had 
vol been ſubmitted to them. EN CI EEGOEYDY | 
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The pitiful charge concerning orders ſent into the Theatre, as far as 
it is imputed to me as an artifice to ſupport my reputation, Mr. Harris 
knows to be falſe. Mr. Rutherford and himſelf have told me more 
than once, that I ſent in fewer orders than any of the proprietors. The 
little piece at which his malice points was, with all its faults, extremely 
ſucceſsful, and of great advantage to our Theatre laſt ſeaſon. The 
people ſent to the houſe on one night in particular, did not go at my de- 
fire in ſupport of my piece, bur ar the inftance of all the proprietors in 
ſupport of the houſe, which was threatened to be pulled down; and it 
was thought a very cheap expedient to ſacrifice a hundred pounds, to pre- 
vent a tumult which might perhaps have occaſioned a loſs of one or two 
thouſand. As to the piece, good or bad, being very well ated, it 
brought great houſes, and was received with much applauſe; fo that 
however Mr. Harris may prove the ſoundneſs of his tafte and judge- 
ment, he certainly does not manifeſt his gratitude by a publick diſap- 
probation of it. „ | 
I am now arrived at that period, where I ſhould think any preſent 
appeal to the Publick, if any were neceflary, ought to have begun : but 
as T. Harris choſe to go over the old ground again, I was obliged to 
follow him, and tv trace him through all his doublings of cunning and 
ſophiſtry. What follows is entirely new matter, which has ariſen ſince 
the tenth of February, the date of my laſt publication. 
I The firſt new act of hoſtility on the ſide of the negative na- 
2568 magers was intended, like their late proceedings, as a negative 
general, being calculated to deprive us of the very finews of 
war. On the fourteenth of February they ſent, without our khow- 
ledge, the following letter to the bankers where our money was de- 
poſited. | 
Meſſ. Fxeame, SMITH, and Co. 


* GENTLEMEN, | 
% We defire you will not pay any money, or deliver any property in your hands 
belonging to the proprietors of Covent Garden Theatre to any perſon whatſoever, 
until further notice from us. And we deſire you in like manner, to retain any fur- 
ther ſums of money belonging to the ſaid: proprietors that may be ſent to you. We 


are, | | 
London, hp H AR RIS, 
14th Feb. 1768. J. RUTHERFORD.” 


At the beginning of the ſeaſon the Bankers had received an order, 
ſigned by all the Proprietors, 10 pay all draughts of Mr. Garton, our 
Treaſurer. It is a queſtion therefore whether any two of the Proprie- 
tors had a legal right to revoke, the joint order of the four, and to de ſire 


the Bankers not /o pay any money to any perſon whatſacuer, However that 
; may 


Fi 26: Þ} N 


may prove, a ſtep of ſuch importance could not have been too early 
communicated to Mr. Powell and me. -It was a meaſure that ſtruck at 
the very being of our Theatre; yet certain it is, that the Bankers, who 
were recommended by Mr. Rutherford, kept this order to pay no money, 
and in like manner to retain all further ſums, and even ſuffered the Trea- 
ſurer to pay in two ſuch further ſums to a very conſiderable amount, 
without ſaying one word of their having received ſuch an order to us or 
to the Treaſurer, who accidentally came to the knowledge of it at the 
end of three weeks, by happening to give directions for the purchaſe of 
India bonds. | ; 
A few days after the following letter was ſent to the Treaſurer : 


To Mr. JonaTHan GARTON. 

„ SIR, | 

« We delire you will, with all poſſible diſpatch, ſend to each performer, officer, 
and ſervant of Covent Garden Theatre, whoſe articles expire this ſeaſon, or who are 
not under articles, a copy of the incloſed letter: and that you will take down the 
— — thoſe to whom ſuch copy is ſent, and return us a liſt thereof ſigned by 

urſelf, | 
fy We alſo deſire you will have your accounts ready for our examination, and your 
balance for inſpection, on Monday morning next at eleven o'clock, as we ſhall then be 
at the office for that purpoſe. We are, Sir, your moſt humble ſervants, 


Thurſday 25, T. HARRIS. 
Feb. 1768. J. RUTHERFORD.” 


Letter incloſed. 
IAM directed by Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, to give you notice that you 
cannot be conſidered as belonging to Covent Garden Theatre, after the exfiratim of thes 
ſeaſon, unleſs the engagement you may enter into for the next be confirmed in writ- 
ing by one; or both of them.  Your's, &c. 
Feb, 28; 1768. J. GARTON,” 


The determined reſolution of Mefl Rutherford and Harris 10 reſcind 
the article reſpecting the management, appears in the above notice, wherein 
they aſſume, contrary to the letter, ſpirit, and common ſenſe of that 
article, the power of di/miſſion, the diſmiſſion of almoſt the whole Thea- 
tre, as well as the power of figning the articles of agreement; to which 
alſo they have not any right. The ordering the Treaſurer to tranſcribe 
and circulate theſe notices was undoubtedly intended as a new inſult 
to me; and perhaps the Treaſurer, who was now growing obnoxious 
to them, becauſe he would not further their attempts to ſtop the buſi- 
neſs of the Theatre, was purpoſely diſtreſſed with this order, that they 
might take offence at his denial to comply with jt. I had not the mol 
diſtant intention of ſettling the . future ſtate of the company without 
communicating the plan of it to them. This, whatever they might have 
learnt from their inſormers, my ſubſequent conduct teſtified, 1 ſuffered, 

C2 however, 
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however, the poor young men to continue to expoſe themſelves. The 
notices were actually ſerved on the perſons they required, and I paſſed. 


over this new inſtance of their inſolence and irregularity with the moſt. 


- 


filent contempt. Fs 3 J's | | 
The performers indeed, ſome of whom had remained in the Thea- 
tre, under verbal agreements and a confidence in the good faith of the 


managers, upwards of twenty years, were extremely mortified, and. 


burnt with indignation at theſe billets of diſmiſſion. The very inferior 
part of the Company, and ſervants of the Theatre, trembled for their 
ſubſiſtence. If the emotion of one gentleman in particular 
p. 19. broke out coo violently, it was not at my inſtigation ; and 
I am very ſorry that any military man of my acquaintance 

ſhould ever have threatened violence- to him and his col- 

Ibid. league, or have talked (before great part ef the company) of 
| thruſting them into the fire. os. | 


Towards the end of March I tranſmitted to Meſſ. Rutherford and. 


Harris a plan of the arrangements which I propoled in the future ſet- 
tlement of the Company; and at the interpolition of a gentleman, who, 
though employed as a ſolicitor on their part, wiſhed to appear and act 
as a friend to all parties, an interview was appointed not only to adjuſt 
that matter, but to bring all our unhappy differences (if poſſible) to an 
amicable concluſion : yet even after the appointmeat made for that pur- 
poſe, they were indelicate enough to ſend me comments on my pro- 
poſals, apparently dictated by that hoſtile ſpirit, which had influenced 
their actions during the preceding three months. The interview, not- 
withſtanding, took place; and I appeal to the above-mentioned gentle- 
man, whether we or they ſhewed the moſt conciliating ſpirit. By his 
friendly mediation ſome objections on their part, which plainly betrayed 
an unmanly remembrance of paſt differences, were ſurmounted ; and 
my plan ſeemed to be ratified with their approbation : but at length, 
to my very great ſurpriſe, they began to talk of interfering in the agree- 
ments. The gentleman told them, that, according 10 the article reſpect- 
ing the management, when an agreement was once approved, the care of enter- 
ing into that agreement reſted wholly upon me. Mr. Rutherford was then 


willing enough to ſaddle me with that trouble; but he, as his colleague T. 


Harris has done ever ſince, inſiſted that I ſhould inſert certain 
clauſes in the articles, which gave them an immediate controul over the 
performers, &c. and put the poſitive management of the Theatre into 


* their hands. They required alſo, that Meſſ. Younger, Garton, and 


Sarjant, the Prompter, Treaſurer, and Houſe-keeper, ſhould each be 
engaged under a particular article. This particular article, and thoſe 


Clauſes, were all manifeſtly intended to annul and ſubvert the original 
PULLS". 2 article, 
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article, by. which J was inveſted with the direction of the Theatre. 
Aa article however was, at their inſtance, drawn up in the form they 
deſired. In this form an alternative of te new clauſes to be inſerted in 
the articles with performers was propoſed. Their intended operation, to 
render Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris poſitive managers of the Theatre, 
and to leave me no power at all, was obvious. The firſt clauſe abſo- 
lutely reverſed the article of the management; and the ſecond their own 
counſel, at one of our interviews, (though openly defired by Meſſ. Ru- 
therford and Harris to make no conceſſions on their part) fairly con- 
feſſed to be @ variation of that article. It is no wonder, therefore, that I 
objeRed to theſe flagrant attempts to infringe the original compact be- 
tween us. They then deſired a peruſal of the form of the article under 
which I meant to engage performers. My counſel immediately pre- 
pared ſuch a form, and perſonally aſſured Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris 
that it was drawn up in tritt conformily to the articles between the pro- 
Prietors, as well as agreeable to the form heretofore uſed for that pur- 
pole : notwithſtanding which, Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris till inſiſted 
on the form propoſed by themſelves ; declaring, that they would put 
a negative on all engagements till I agreed to adopt he clauſes in que/- 
tion; after which, having, by a negative general, diſabled me from en- 
-gaging the performers, they would take upon themſelves to engage 
them. It alſo was thrown out, that here would be two companies; after 
which, and ſome other expreſſions of ill humour, they departed, 

Theſe fruitleſs interviews, intended to bring about an accommoda- 
tion, were three; at the laſt of which aroſe one occurrence which T. 
Harris, after his uſual manner, has groſly miſrepreſented, I had, at 
our former meetings on this occaſion, expreſt my ſorrow for paſt heats 
and animoſities, and given them the moſt folemn aſſurances that if they 
were really diſpoſed to proceed amicably for the future, I would do 
every thing in my power to convince them of the ſincereſt cordiality on 
my fide. Finding, however, by their obſtinate adherence to theſe new 
claims, that nothing would ſatisfy them but. gdire#ly or indirecily, to re- 
ſcind the article which inveſted me with the Theatrical Direction, I pro- 
poſed, at this laſt interview, to leave the theatre to themſelves for three 
years, provided they would infure the recerpts for that term to be equal 
to thoſe of the preſent ſeaſon, the balance never to be leſs; and if greater, 
that I ſhould have the advantage of if. They would only inlure the 
balance not to be leſs; which, notwithſtanding the great ſucceſs of the 
feaſon, they thought they might ſafely venture to do, on account of the 
great expences of the wardrobe, illuminations, &c. They alfo offered 
me a bank note of 1001. if I would name a give-and-take price. I 
called the offering me money a paltry propoſal ; excluſive of which, it 
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was unfair to throw the naming that price upon me, though I will now 
treat with them on that footing whenever they will pleaſe to name ſuch 

a price themſelves. . 7 
Abr. Ihe ſituation of our affairs now began to grow very cri- 
Arr. tical. The laſt of theſe fruitleſs interviews, for the purpoſe 
of an accommodation, was on the 16th of April. On the 48th they 
ſerved me with a formal prohibition, containing a recital of the article 


of the 14th of May, 1767 ; but this, it ſeems, being intended to be : 


ſoon afterwards made publick and diſtributed among the performers, 
concluded with a declaration, that they did not mean to put any un- 
reaſonable negative; and that in caſe of any breach of articles they would 
purſue all legal remedies to procure redreſs. The next day, however, 
notwithſtanding ſo candid a declaration, they ſent me a private letter, 
revoking their conſent to every arrangement that had lately been ad- 
juſted between us, and prohibiting me to enter into any articles of 
agreement without inſerting the new clauſes in queſtion, 
| It now became an open conteſt, and certainly a moſt ruinous one in 
ſuch a kind of property, whether Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris or 1 
ſhould engage the performers. Mr. Powell kept ſtrictly within the li- 


mits preſcribed by our articles; and though he approved of my propoſed 


agreements, made no efforts to engage the performers himſelf. Mr, 
Harris, in his late publication, at the ſame time that he has wilfully 


miſrepreſented my, conduct, has moſt ſhamefully ſlubbered over the 


art which he and bis colleague took in this tranſaction. It is notorious, 
owever, to the whole Theatre, that, on this occaſion, they attempted, 
in open violation of their compact with me and Mr. Powell, to take the ma- 
nagement into their own hands, and to enter into arlicles of agreement with 
the performers, without our knowledge or conſent. No botough was more 
induſtriouſly canvaſſed at the late general election, than the Theatre laſt 
April by Mef. Harris and Rutherford. Some of the performers they 
parleyed with at the Theatre, others they viſited at their houſes, and 
others they ſummoned to attend them in Surry-Street: on all which 
occaſions they uſed every ſoothing and menacing expedient to cajole or 
frighten the performers into agreements ; offering them indemnifica- 
tion if they would break any contract formed with me, and private ſe- 
curity for the payment of their ſalaries, provided they would enter into 
theatrical engagements with themſelves. At the ſame time they iſſued 
printed edicts, and hung up tremendous manifeſtos in the Green- 
Rooms; conſtruing their negative power, in contradiction to the ob- 
vious ſenſe and 2 import of words, into a pſtive power, and 
denying Mr, Powell and me to have any power at all; becauſe, for- 
ſooth, he was a Player, and myſelf a Dramatick Writer. At this _ 
1 r. 
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Mr. Macklin alone, after two fruitleſs negociations with me, I am well 
informed, declared publickly that he was retained by Mr. Harris. If 
by being retained, the having entered into a theatrical engagement was 
ſignified, no other performer could be prevailed on to follow his exam- 
ple, Their counſel indeed (for many of them applied to counſel) in- 
ſtructed them, that according to the article, as it ſtood in our ſeveral 
publications, no perſon could form an engagement, or receive a dif- 
miſſion, but through me, in whoſe power, as the Director, thoſe acts 
of management were particularly ſpecified. 

The ſituation to which the cruelty, oppreſſion, and irregularity of 
the /wo controuling proprietors had reduced me at that inſtant was ex- 
actly this: By ſubmitting to their negative general on all engagements, 
I was to leave the Theatre deſtitute of pertormers : by ſuffering hem 
to form ſuch engagements, I was to ſubmit to a groſs violation of our 
articles, and, at the manifeſt riſk of my property, to aſſign the theatri- 
cal direction to them: or, by engaging the performers myſelf, I was to 
enter into ſuch agreements at my peril. Of all theſe difficulties I choſe to 
encounter the laſt; but not in the manner repreſented by T. Harris, 
I engaged no part of the company 7o myſelf only, or under d Let 
pretence that our differences were amicably adjuſted: I took no- 23 8 
body unawares : I deceived no perſon whatever. Yet, ſays Mr. 
Harris, one in particular of eminence in his profeſſion aſſur- . * 
ed us, he was ſo much concerned at being thus deceived, that he would go 
immediately to Mr. Colman, and endeavour to get bis agreement cancelled. 
The letter annexed, in order to corroborate this aſſertion, is- itſelf a re- 
furation of it; and the party. concerned has fince publiſhed the fol- 
lowing teſtimony in my favour, whence the world is left to judge of 
the credic due to Mr. Harris. 

| | | Liverpool, Aug. 1, 1768. 

« Underſtanding that my name has been made uſe of to the prejudice of the 
cbaracter of Mr. Colman, in juſtice to that gentleman, and at his deſire, I think 
it incumbent on me to declare, that I never ſaid I had been deceived by him, and 
that I never formed any engagement with him, wherein he acted in an inditect or 
clandeſtine manner, or otherwiſe than became a man of honour and integrity. 

The reaſon of my demanding a formal cancelling of my agreement, as appears 
by, my letter to Mr. Harris, of the 28th of April was, that he ſaid he could only 
conſider me as a Colman, and of conſequence, an enemy to Mr. Rutherford and 
himſelf, if I did not aſk Mr. Colman for my engagement, which would ſatisfy 
them entirely. 


GEORGE MATTOCKS.” 
Nothing indeed could be more open than the tranſactions on both 


ſides, which were ſo notorious, that it betrays. an uncommon contempt 


of all the parties concerned, as well as the moſt lofty diſregard — 
+ erut 
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truth and the publick opinion, to have endeavoured to miſrepreſent 
them. Two days after the circulation of their.piinced paper of April 
27, the following conſiderations were ſubmitted to tae.. pertormers 
ia manuſcript, 


% Many performers and other perſons belonging to Covent Garden Theatre 
having been made uneaſy by the receipt of a letter ſome weeks ago ſigned Jonathan 
Garton, as well as by a printed paper lately diſtributed, ſigned Thomas-Harris and 
John Rutherford, it may not be 1mproper to conſider the original article con- 
cerning the management, as it appears in the different publications of the ſeveral 
patentees. By that article it appea.s, that according to the agreement of the 31ſt 
of March 1767, the four gentlemen were to be jointly and equally concerned in 
the management of the theatre; but on the 14th of May following, having caken 
into conſiderat on the management of the theatte, they for the bettet and more eaſy 
conducting the buſineſs, as for their joint and equal benefit and advantage agreed, 
that notwithſtanding any thing contained in the firſt agreement, Mr. Colman 
ſhould be inveſted wich the direction of the theatre in the particulars following, 
viz, That he ſhould have the power of engaging and diſmifling performers of all 
kinds; of receiving and rejecting ſuch new pieces as ſhould be offered to the 
theatre; of caſting the plays; of appointing what plays, farces, and other enter- 
tainments ſhould be performed; and of conducting all the dramatic and theatrical 
province: but it was alſo further agreed, that Mr. Colman ſhould communicate 
and ſubmit his conduct and intended meaſures to Meif. Harris and Rutherford; 
and in caſe they ſhould at any time ſignify their diſapprobation in writing wnto the 
ſaid George Colman, then the meaſures ſo diſapproved of ſhould not be carried into 
execution. | | | 
This is the ſubſtance of the article; from which it appears that Mr. Colman 
has the ſole power of engaging and diſmiſſing performers of all kinds; and that no 
performer, officer, or other ſervant of the theatre, can form an engagement or receive 
bis diſmiſſion from any other of the proprietors. Mr. Colman is inveſted with the 
management, and the performers and other perſons of the theatre are to receive 
their directions immediately from him. In caſe of any difference of opinion be- 
tween the proprietors, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford may fignify their diſapproba- 
tion in writing unto the ſaid George Colman; not to any other perſon; and, if 
Mr. Colman wa carries the meaſures into execution, it is at his own peril, 
The performers, &c. are juſtified in acting as Mr. Colman directs, becauſe 
nobody elſe has any legal authority to give them any directions. They have 
nothing to do with any private differences among the proprietors, and it is very 
hard they ſhould be involved in ſuch diſputes. Mett Harris and Rutherford have 
no further right to act in the management than occaſionally % fignify their diſappro- 
bation in writing unto the ſaid George Colman, Mr. Powell mignt with © 7 right 
take upon him to engage or diſmiſs performers, &c. as Meff, Harris and Ruther- 
ford, who cannot legally execute any act of management. It is certain from the 
original article, that no engagement can be binding on all the proprietors, except 
an engagement formed by Me. Colman. If he forms any engagement of which 
Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford have ſignified their diſapprobation to him in writing, 
be perhaps may ſuffer for it; but the performer is ſure to receive the benefit of his 


contract; to which he can by no means be entitled under an engagement with 


any of the other proprietors, 
- 29th April, 1768. H 
ow 
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How far law or equity will warrant the part I thought myſelf bound 


Publick will judge, now the true ſtate of the caſe is before them; I 
will not pretend to decide: nor will I, like Mr. Harris, hawk the names 
and opinions of my counſel in our idle pamphlets; but it is certain that 
I did not proceed without advice. The performers, as I obſerved before, 
took the like precaution z and not one to whom applied refuſed, except 
Mrs. Bellamy, aſſigning for a reaſon that ſhe had already refuſed Meſſ. 
Rutherford and Harris, and that. ſhe could not enter into any written 
agreement without the concurrence of all the proprietors. I do not 
mention this in order to caſt any reflection on that lady's conduct. 
For my own part, let the fact be duly conſidered, and it will appear 
that the engagements I have entered into with the performers, &c. are 
but a continuation of the old retainers to the Theatre, the buſineſs of 
which could not poſſibly be carried on without their aſſiſtance. Meſſ. 
Rutherford and Harris, having not the ſhadow of claim to any pg//ive or 
executive power, had certainly no right to di/mi/s the whole company of 
comedians, officers, and ſervants, at one ſtroke, under an article by which 
the power of diſmiſſing, as well as engaging, is veſted in me. Turn the 
tables for a moment, and ſuppole that J, on any pretence whatever, 
had propoſed ſo bold a diſmiſſion, and as the executive king of Brent- 


ford had thus endeavoured to realize the Roman emperor's wiſh, by cut- 


ting off all my people with a ſingle blow; with what propriety might 
the /wo controuling monarchs have then exerciſed their negative power, by 
ſignifying their diſapprobation of ſuch a diſmiſfion! They certainly might 
have objected to a diſmiſſion; but they certainly had no authority zo diſ- 
miſs, The ſtep they now took was, in effect, (to the manifeſt injury of 
Mr. Powell, myſelf, and the whole Theatre, as well as themſelves) an 
endeavour to reſtrain me from opening our doors ; a reſo- 
lution which they have ſince avowed, and which I too truly * 2 
propheſied in my firſt publication. . * 
At the beginning of May Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, May 3. 
finding this ſecond attempt to take the theatrical management in- 
to their own hands as vain as their former efforts of thac kind on the ſecond 
of November, at length inclined to capitulate; and not being able 
to reſcind the whole article, they reſolved at leaſt to endeavour to get 
rid of a part of it. To this end they varied their mode of operation, 
Mr. Rutherford accoſted me one evening at Ranelagh; bur, 58 
fo far from being by accident preſſed Ly the crowd cloſe to me, be 1 tt 
molt induſtriouſly ſought me all over the room, and I was 
the laſt of my party that evening who knew that he wanted to ſpeak 


with me. It is ſtrange that Mr, Harris cannot deviate into truth about 


matters of ſo little importance. 
of D On 


to take for the preſervation of my property on this accaſion ; what the 


* 0 
* 8 — —üꝓ * — 
. 
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1 
Oy this occafton Nr. Rutherford detlared that he was aſhamed of 
what had paſt: that during the laſt fortnight, conſumed on their patc 
in fruitleſly tampering with the performers, he had ſorely experienced 
the mortifications and difficulties incident to the management of a 
Theatre, and pitied my ſituation: that he had heard T had declared, 
that in caſe hey formed any engagements advantageous to the ' Theatre 
I would confirm them, which he thought a many proceeding : that 
neither he nor Mr, Harris wanted to be concerned in the direction; but 
that he thought it would be more to my credit to attach myſelf to 
them than to M. Powell: and that, in caſe of ſuch a coalition, we might 
keep all the actors in order, Mr. Powell as well as the reſt. = 

After this overture made on his part, he faid he hoped that I would 
manifeſt a deſire of a ſpeedy accommodation on mine, and by a note 
or a meſſage appoint the time and place of another interview. I could 
not think of ſuch an interview without Mr. Powell's being of the party; 
to which Mr. Rutherford conſenting, I wrote to Mr. Harris to that purpoſe, 
and the four proprietors once more met together the very next evening. 
From the firſt part of our cotiverſation, joined to the behaviour of Mr. Ru- 

therford the evening before, I began to flatter myſelf that the auſpicious 
moment was at length arrived when our differences would be adjuſted. 1 
declared, with the utmoſt ſincerity, that the moment they deſiſted from 
fudied interruptions, I ſhould, on my part, hot only conduct the Theatre 
to the belt of my abilities for the general advantage, but in the minuteſt 
points ſtudy to do every thing agreeable to their wiſhes. An accommoda- 
tion now ſeemed to have taken'place, 'bur at Tength their latent intention 
diſcloſed itſelf. There was one point ſtill behind. They made a 
3 claim of ſigning the articles of agreement with performers. 
8 — That this was not according to the common uſage and nature 
of Tuch partnerſhip, the caſe of our immediate predeceſſors 
a was an obvious inſtance ; that it was not according to the 
wid. expreſs letter of our article, was clear on the face of that ar- 
ibid. ticle; nor was it even reconcileable to common enſe and common 
equity, where one particular partner was by artiele inveſted 
with the management; fince if four had a right to ſign theſe agtee- 
ments, fourteen or four and twenty, in cafe of fo many equal proprie- 
tors, might lay the like claim, which would be ridiculous, and would 
incur the very inconvenience which the article reſpecting the direc- 
tion was calculated to prevent. Even ſuppoſing a breach of truſt on 
my part, our article of May 14, 1767, was fo ſtrong m their favour, 
that if I either varied the terms of ſuch "agreements, after being pro- 
poſed to them, or formed any contracts to which they had jointly 
ſignified their diſapprobation in writing, their certain tecovery of any 
by | DON damages 
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damages reſulting from ſuch engagements would at once be us 
hens and their reparation, muſt effectually chegk JA. 
all injurious proceedings. OY Saha $ 4s © bo! oe 
After much debate they left me this alternative, either to infert' .ö b 
new clauſes, fo long in queſtion, or to ſuffer all the far proprietors. to 
become ſubſcribing parties to the articles of agreement; which laſt pro- 
poſal plainly proved, that either expedient meant the fame thing. 
So far from agreeing that the article ſhould be ſubmitted 
to counſel of only my nomination, ſo jealous were they, that Li — 
they not only excepted to two moſt eminent and reſpectable TEE 
gentlemen, (whom they knew I had often conſulted, and who were 
conſequently beſt acquainted with theſe affairs) but they extended this 
ſort of proſcription to all my circuit- acguaintance; inſidiouſly mentioning 
at the ſame time, with an affected careleſſneſs, a gentleman whom 
knew to have been a counſel of their own. Theſe were ſuſpicious cir- 
cumſtances, and it is no wonder therefore that I choſe to act by advice, 
and to take two or three days to confider of it. 4 
The opinions I collected on this matter were, that this was only a 
new device to countenance an attempt to infringe the article reſpec- 
ting the management; that when an agreement was once approved, by 
virtue of that article, the care of entering into that agreement reſted 
WHOLLY upon me: beſides that, to perſons of ſuch a complection, any 
conceſſion of a material and fundamental right muſt be extremely dan- 
gerous, the rancour, the ſpleen, the pride, the malice, the duplicity, 
the tyranny and oppreſſion of their conduct having invariably betrayed 
themſelves throughout the whole ſeaſon. ns, az 
From theſe juſt and prudential motives I was induced to abide by 
my right, and to keep ſtrictly to e z nor indeed was it rcaſon- 
able to expect that we ſhould relax on our part, while they on all occa- 
ſions ſo rigidly enforced their power of controul. The only cenceſſion 
that had ever been deſired by us was, by recurring to my firſt draught. 
to give Mr. Powell an equitable voice in the management and ditpaſal of 
our common property; and at the bare mention of ſuch a propo'-!, 
(although the point was immediately given up, on their object o 
they had taken very great offence. ö | 
The reader being now made acquainted with the rue fate of the l 
tory of the engagement of the performers, will not be ſurpriſc that 
during theſe tranſactions they heard nothing from me relalive to the 
adjuſtment of affairs for the enſuing ſeaſon. ' The truth is, that Let. b. .., 
they had been endeavouring, in open defiance of all compact, „ 
to adjuſt thoſe affairs themſelves, They knew therefore it bid. 
vas wholly owing to tbemſelves that they had not received an an- _ 
go % as . * C 2 13 * ſwer 
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wer ſooner. What then can be thought of men, who, after a vain ef- 
fort to prevail on me to reſcind à part of our article, preceded by an 
attempt to overthrow the whole, an attempt notorious to the whole 
I beatre, could pretend, in their Letter of May 17, that to keep 
— gg them ſo perfeftly ignorant of my tranſactions could not be deemed 
conſiſtent with honour, equity, or honeſty ? From the 27rhof April, 
their. own tranſattions had engrofled their attention If I would not be- 
come a mere x minal direfor of the Theatre, and allow them to pre- 
ſcribe as well as controu!; if I would not, with no more than equal pro- 
fit, take all the trouble, and reſign all the power; they were reſolved 
to ſeize the management themſelves. The integrity of the performers, 
officers, and ſervants of the Theatre, on this occaſion, does them ſin- 
gular honour : Neither threats nor promiſes could induce them to com- 
bine to rob me of my rights. It was neceſſary they ſhould be employ- 
ed; but they reſolved, provided I would enter into agreements with 
them, to withſtand all the ſollicitations of Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris. 
J made no ſcruple, therefore, and I think it was the duty of my ſtation, 
to keep together a company of performers, who have already been ſo 
well received, and who hope ſtill to experience the favour of the 
Publick, | 75 | 5 
Not being very ſollicitous to ſquare my actions ta Meſſ. Rutherford 
and Harris's theory of honour, equity, or honeſty, if 1 had not near! 
finiſhed a very long letter to them on the affairs of the Theatre, I ſhoul 
not (after this laſt inſult of their's of May 17) have taken the trouble of 
writing to them at all. This I gave them to underſtand, when I tranſ- 
mitted it to them a day or two afterwards, informing them, moreover, 
that any future intelligence of my conduct and meaſures ſhould be com- 
municated to them by the Prompter, Treaſurer, or ſome other offi- 
cer 2 the Theatre, according as 1 ſhould find it requiſite occaſionally 
to direct. 
Harris Let. This Letter, ſays Mr. Harris, was filled with falſe falls, 
"Þ. 35. Falſe reaſoning, and falſe ſuggeſtions. Thoſe fats, that reaſon- 
ing, and thoſe Ya... opt Orr he wiſhed to conceal from 
the world, now appear before it in this Pamphlet. They are irue; they 
are capable of the cleareſt proof; the tranſactions are recent; a cloud 
of witneſſes, men of the moſt unqueſtionable integrity, can confirm my 
account of them; and their truth will, I doubt not, cover the falſhoods 


\ 


of T. Harris with confuſion. | 
1 It has been a conſtant cuſtom with our two young gen- 
!* * tlemen, on ever to dip their pens 1 f d 
, y new rupture, to dip their pens in gall, an 
to ſend letters to Mr. Powell and me overflowing with ſcutrility and in- 
vective. Mr, Powell had very lately been favoured with one of _ 
| : OR epi 
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epiſtles'relative to his concerns at Briſtol,” Mr. Harris has thought pro- 


per to publiſh it; but nobody who reads the letter will give the leaſt 
credit to 


the conſent they bad paſſed for bis going to Briſtal. 


On the receipt of my letter (which before it was ſent J had commu- 


nicated to ſeveral friends, who thought it written in the moſt cool, de- 


cent, and diſpaſſionate terms) they again had recourſe to their pen and 
ink, not only threatening me in one letter with a publick anſwer, but 
writing another to Mr. Powell, wherein they ſpoke both of me and the 
letter in the moſt ſcandalous terms. It has been their conſtant endea- 
vour to ſet Mr. Powell and me at variance, and many poor efforts of 
that kind appear in the late Letter of T. Harris, particu- 
larly in that part of it now under examination. The day of 


X a P. 36, 37. 
its appearance I wrote two or three lines to Mr: Powell, aſ- . 


ſuring him it had not made the leaſt impreſſion on me, though he had 


never communicated to me Mr. Harris's letter of the 24th of 

May. I have juſt received an anſwer from Mr, Powell, in 
which are the following paſſages. They contain a full confutation and 
able difſeftion of T. Harris, and give an account of his own 10 „ 46. 
conduct entirely conſonant to his letter of the 21ſt of May, 
which, notwithſtanding Mr. Harris's affertion to the contrary, was 
written without the leaſt conſultation between us, and during my ab- 
ſence from London. x . ere 


« In regard to the letter, you ſay, I did not communicate to you, it was thus. 
| Vu muſt remember, I told you I had been at Harris's houſe one morning, and 

tha ke and Rutherford had uſed every ſhameful argument to perſuade me to join 
them, and every ſcandalous abuſe againſt you, and how. much they would do to 
oblige and ſerve me, would I deſert you and fide with them : that ſeveral of the 
firſt people of faſhion had perſuaded them to wſe force and every method to diſp:ſſeſs 
fo ob/tinate a man as you were, and how much it would redound to my honour and 
credit with all thoſe great people, and, in ſhort, with the whole public, if I would 
deſert you and join them. At this meeting too Harris ſaid, howeyer he might be 
diſpoſed to part with his ſhare, he was then determined to keep it, if for no other 
reaſon than to plague and perplex you (with much abuſive language); that, by all 
that was ſacred, you ſhould neither eat nor ſleep in comfort; that he would havnt you 
dy letters at morn, at noon, and night, till he had teaz'd you out of the theatre 
and, as I reniember perfectly well, ſat down on a ſopha, and concluded all his 
bitter exclamations againſt you with theſe words, G—d d—n his bload, Pll 
&« teaze him till he is weary - of his life, and then, like Job, he'll curſe his God and die.” 
On this I ſaid, I was well fatisfied with your conduct, that I was ſure you were a 
perfectly honeſt man, that I ſhould never think my fortune ſafe but in your hands, 
as it was, and that I ſhould fink or ſwim with you. I left them in this manner. 
The moment I faw you, I told you in ſome part what had paſt, and you then told 
me, in what manner Rutherford attacked you at Ranelagh, to diſengage yourſelf 


Ib. p. 37. 


from me, and from that moment I determined that I never would, nor I never - 


\ have 


the declaration aanexed to it, that they bad no deſign to revoke 


e — 
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have, nor ever will ſpeak fo; of take notice, or hold converſe with either of. them. 

The very next day — this you went to Richmond Benſſey . 23 
with me in my parlour, when that letter was brought me; it was left at the door, 
and the man ſaid it did not require an anſwer. I opened it, and it ſhock'd me very 
much, I gave it to Benſley, who read it, and I told him what had paſt. He ſaid 
it would be quite wrong to ſhew it you; that, as I had taken a reſolution to have 

nothing more to ſay or do with them whatever, he adviſed me to burn the letter, 
and take no notice of it to you, as he thought it would make you uneaſy. I put 
it in the fire, before his face, and never ſince have taken the leaſt notice of either, 

but with the contempt you have been witneſs. to. As to the converſation they 

quote of mine with them at that meeting, it is a falſhood, a moſt infamous fal/hood ; 

for every ſyllable of mine tended to prove to them my love and regard for you, and 
to convince them it was not in any man's power whatever to draw me from the 
fide of a man I honoured, eſteemed, and loved, and in whom I placed the un- 

bounded confidence of my future fortunes and happineſs, and; which, my dear 
friend, I ſhall ever continue to do.” | | | 


In my letter I had informed them, that I ſhould direct our attorney, 
Mr. Hutchinſon, to ſend them an account of the engagements I had 
made: from which Mr. Harris, though complaining of his ignorance 
of my tranſactions, took occaſion to ſend Mr, Hutchinſon a letter, filed, 
as uſual, with falſe fats, falſe reaſoning, and falſe ſuggeſtions, cloathed in 
the moſt abuſive language, abſolutely refuſing to receive any ſuch ac- 
count, and diſmiſſing Mr. Hutchinſon from his employment as attorney 

to the Theatre. Nothing worth notice occurred between this and 

— 38, be cloſing the ſeaſon; cloſed, it is true, with Cymbeline, and to 
a very good houſe for the beginning of June. The ſneers 
bid. concerning orders, and my e- occaſional prologue, throw ꝓo 
contempt on any perſon but T. Harris. „ ad ts; 

The ſeaſon cloſed on Saturday the 4th of June. On the Monday fol- 
lowing Mr. Harris came to the Treaſurer's office, and took upon him- 
felf, in his own and Mr. Rutherford's name, to diſmiſs Mr. Garton, 
who had given ſecurity. in a bond of 5000/7. to the four proprietors. 

1via, Mr. Harris ordered him, however, to meet them at the Theatre 
on the 10th of June (the Friday following) in order that they 
might examine bis accounts. Before Mr. Harris quitted the Theatre, he 
made particular enquiries concerning the apartments in Mr. Sarjant's 
houſe, ' Mr. Sarjanc himſelf, it ſeems, was not at home, but orders 
were left for his due attendance on the Friday following. The ward- 
robe-keepers alſo received the like orders. SY | 
| From theſe circumſtances, as well as from ſome intimations 
given me of their declared intentions'by Mr. Powell, I had 
now little reaſon to doubt of their purpoſe to diſpoſſeſs all the perſons, 
acting under my direction, of the Theatre by force. To proteſt againſt 
ſuch violence, I deſired an attorney likewiſe to attend. He * 
| 1 3 ing 


June. 


1 23 J 
ingly did; but not being witneſs to their proceedings that 
2 Mr. Garton, the firſt intelligence 1 & Wen 
was from Mr. Garton himſelf, who came immediately ro my houſe, and 
informed me that Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris had, in ſpite of his re- 
ſiſtance, (though Mr. Harris aſſerts there was none) taken 
away from him the Journal and Ledger of the Theatre by Harries Let. 
force. The threatened outrages being now actually com- 8 
menced, I ran to the Play-houſe, where I found Meſſ. Rutherford and 
Harris, and, in the preſence of Mr. Garton and the gentleman whom 
Thad deſired to attend, demanded the reaſon of their conduct to Mr. 
Garton. Mr. Harris, knowing the gentleman attending to be an at- 
torney, refuſed to give me an anſwer : whereupon I left them for a few 
moments, and diſmiſſed both the wardrobe-keepers. I fairly told them 
what I had done, aſſigning their violence in the treaſury, which beſpoke 
like deſigns upon the wardrobe, as my reaſon for it. Mr. Harris then 
ſet his foot againſt the wardrobe-door, which being very lightly faſten- 
ed, flew open. Mr. Harris walked in, walked out, cauſed the door to 
be padlocked, and departed. For the degree of credit due to T. Har- 
Tis, when he ſays I attacked bim in terms the moſt ſcandalous and 
. provoking, I appeal to Mr. Garton and the gentleman who at- 
tended. 
Fluſhed with theſe exploits, and the promiſe of ſucceſs in their endea- 
vours to throw their own and our affairs into confuſion, they went im- 
. mediately to Mr. Durant, who . had joined in Mr. Garton's bond of 
ſecurity to all the proprietors. That gentleman, I believe, entertained ' 
too true a ſenſe of their conduct, to give them any hopes of his appro- 
' bation of, it: nor can I conceive by what argument Mr. Harris means 
to prove that ſuch a procedure can be deemed conſiſtent with 5 
Honaur, equity, | or. honeſty. The accounts are not yet cloſed, 8 
: and till they are duly made up, the books are the undoubted yo 
K property of the Treaſurer, as well as the vouchers of his integrity, for 


Ib. p. 42. 
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which fo large a ſecurity has been given. Was it in charac- 4 

— ter for men — * thought it highly neceſſary to look minutely into n — 
* whe accounts, to offer 40%gn 4 general releaſe before they had |, 
of «looked into them at all? Muſt. not Mr. Durant and Mr. 
18 Garton think ſuch a releaſe from Powell and Colman necefſpry Ibid. 
d- for their ſafety, as well as from Rutherford and Harris? Can Powell. 

| and Colman give ſuch a releaſe, or the detention of the books be of | 
ns no concern to Mr. Garton without one, while Mr. Harris perſiſts to 
ad keep his partnets ſo perfectly ignorant of the ſtate of their accounts? 
38, If Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris had really a right 0 become Ibid. 
aft | beit eum ireaſirma, would they have à right to become ar | 
-d- 51514 , | treafurers 
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trereaſurers alſo in ſpite of our teeth? or could we poſſibly 
Ibid. think our property ſo sar E, ſhould the cuſtody of it be ttanſ- 


| ferred, forcibly transferred, from Mr. Garton to Meſſ. Rutherford and 
Harris? As to the firſt of thoſe 88 his own Bankers have re- 


peatedly refuſed payment of his 


raughts in favour of Mr. Garton, for 
money advanced from out of his own private purſe, to the amount of 
250 J. value received. They pleaded indeed at firſt Mr. Rutherford's 
order to pay none of his draughts, but afterwards acknowledged ſuch an 


order to be needleſs. We could not therefore entertain a very flattering 


idea of the ſecurity of our property in ſuch a ſituation. Mr. Harris not 
only retains our journal and ledger (the accounts not yet cloſed)” in his 
hands, but, according to the beſt calculation that can be made, fix or 
ſeven hundred pounds more than will be due to him on his dividend 

from the profits of the ſeaſon. The [ſuppoſed] balance of the 


Harte Let. book being ſo exceedingly ſmall, it is incumbent. on us As 


F539 WELL AS THEM 10 examine very carefully into the diſonrſement-. 


Mr. Harris, however, not only avowedly detains the books, and delays 
to repay the monies he has over-drawn, but alio impounds other ſums 
of money due ONLY to the tradeſmen and his fellow-proprietors'; and 


of which he cannot himſelf juſtly claim a ſingle ſhilling : and all this he 


does under no other . pretence than becauſe Mr. Powell, and 1I-will not 


concur in his and Mr. Rutherford's arbitrarily and ille- 


- Ibid p. 4 gally diſpoſſeſing Mr. Garten of the power of atting as our 


Ibid. 
—_— reaſurer, and agree 10 authorize EITHER or THEM 40 diſpoſe 


= of as many India bonds as may be neceſſary. 


The Publick have alrcady been acquainted, that, «.jn or- 
True State, « der to complete our purchaſe, the ſum of fifteen thouſand 


. ct © * pounds was borrowed, viz. fx thouſand for Mr. Ruther- 


« ford, five for Mr. Colman, and four for Mr. Powell; for ſecuring 
* which ſum of fifteen thouſand pounds the three fourth ſhares of Mei. 


Rutherford, Harris, and Colman, were ' mortgaged, Mr. Powell 


«* having made over the firſt claim on the whole of his ſhare.” By the 


inſtrument of March 31, 1767, publiſhed by T. Harris, it appears, 
phat in caſe Colman and Powell, er either of them, ſhould not, on 
Harris — the firſt of Jug following, be prepared with the whole of his or 
- their proportion of the purchaſe-money, Harris and Rutherford 


ſhould jointly and equally advance and pay for him or them, ſo much money as 
ſhould be the deficiency of Colman and Powell, or either of them, ſo that the 
ſum they reſpeRively paid down was not leſs than ten thouſand pounds. This 
agreement conveys at firſt ſight a wonderful idea of the property of 
Meff. Harris and Rutherford, who could advance, independant of all 


foreign aſſiſtance, by meaus of money advanced on the ſecurity of the 
- Pateut, 


[6 


Patent, or otherwiſe, the ſum of rox TY THOUSAND PounDs! How 
far theſe ideas were verified at the time of the purchaſe, may be judged 
from the ſtate of the above-mentioned mortgage; whereby Mr. Ru- 
therford, one of the ſuppoſed aſſiſtant parties, was himſelf ro borrow 
the ſum of /ix thouſand pounds, and raiſed, independent of the patent 
ſecurity, a thouſand pounds 4% than Mr. Colman, one of the parties 
he had bound himſelf to aſſiſt, who alſo became joint ſecurity for Mr. 
Powell. This idea of their great property, and our extreme poverty, 
was endeavoured to be more ſtrongly impreſſed by Meſſ. Rutherford aad 
Harris in their S/aughter's Coffee-bouſe Narrative, where it is 
ſtated that Colman and Powell were deficient in their proportion True mo 
of the purchaſe-muney 9000 1. whereupon the ſum was burrowed, © 
AND HARRIS AND RUTHERFORD WERE SECURITIES FOR COLMAN AND 
Pow EIL. If they were aſhamed of owning the true ſtate of the caſe in 
this inſtance, how will they ever pardon my informing the world that, 
on laſt Midſummer-day, they failed in the payment of 21501. their pro- 
portion of 5000 J. and intereſt then due on that mortgage? As to 
poor Powell and myſelf (though Harris and Rutherford had impounded 
at the bankers our money juſtly due, on purpoſe to diſtreſs us) we paid 
down 3225 J. our proportion of that payment. Colman, however, to 
his great misfortune, 1s reſponſible for the payment of the proportion 
due from Rutherford and Harris; and all the ſecurity they have yet 
iven him, is the breaking open the Theatre, and carrying off ſeveral 
thouſand pounds worth of the joint property of the four patentees, 
which they have, as T. Harris pretends, ſent down to bis _ 
houſe in Surry- Street. Mr. Rutherford is ſince gone abroad; gut” hae 
and, after theſe occurrences, we leave the world to judge how 
far our monied property would be $AFz in the hands of Mr. Harris, 
the other wouLD-BE comptroller of the treaſury, who ſtil] remains here. 
Should he-too be diſpoſed to travel, upon which of theſe young gentle- 
men muſt Powell and Colman draw for their money? It is doubtful 
whether a bill of Middleſex, any more than a chiet-juſtice's warrant 
would extend to France or the Netherlands. 
Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, before they left the Theatre | 
on Friday the 1oth of June, took a particular ſurvey of Mr. 4 | 
Sarjant's houſe, and dropped ſome hints of ſending proper 3 
perſons to lodge in it. Their intentions of diſpoſſeſſing all the old ſer- 
vants of the Theatre, in order to introduce an entire new ſet of their 
own, now grew every inſtant more and more apparent. They had al- 
ready plundered the treaſury, and made inroads. on the wardrobe. 
Mr. Sarjant's- houſe. was a. principal fort of government, and a key to 
the whole Theatre. The moment they became ſole maſters of that, 1 
; | E expected 


5 $2 
expected to hear it publickly avowed, that they had formed a ſeparate 
company of performers. A. perſon much .in their councils had very 
lately told me, that they thought of engaging certain actors from Ire- 
May land; and in their converſation with Mr. Powell upoa my 
' laſt letter, they had avowed their intentions of ſeizing the ma- 
nagement by force, defiring him to put himſelf at the head of their 
troops, and aſſuring him that the majority of the performers, although 
under engagements, would revolt from me, and act under them. 
Every thing, they ſaid, was ripe for action; and they even preſſed him, 
though to no purpoſe, to ſuffer them to ſubmic to him their plan of 
operations for the campaign of the enſuing ſeaſon. 
It was for theſe reaſons that the officers of the Theatre, as 
74563. well as the performers, were engaged under articles. By the 
-_ written notices from Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris of February 
25, and their manifeſto of April 27, they had arbitrarily and illegally 
attempted to diſmiſi every perſon belonging to the Theatre. I meant to 
retain them. Mr. Sarjant, however, on whom they were now. medi- 
tating an attack, being infirm and in years, it was thought proper to 
give him aſſiſtants to protect the paſſeſſion he maintained for us, as he 
had done for our predeceſſors, on behalf of all che proprietors. Nei- 
ther Sarjant nor his aſſiſtants were authoriſed or empowered to exclude 
the proprietors themſelves ; and even theſe precautions would not have 
been taken, had not the threatened outrages, already commenced, 
rendered them abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of our rights and 
property in the Theatre, It was determined, in ſuch extremities, to 
; ule every method for the j usr and LEGAL defence of it, rather 
ee than tamely to reign My RIGHT ta the CONDUCT of it to any 
|  . defigning and inſolent intruder. 
4 The event immediately juſtified the truth of my ſuſpicions, 
a and manifeſted the neceſſity of the mealure : for the aſſiſtants 
of Sarjant had fcarce received their appointments, when on Sa- 
SIT Ss . turday the 11th of June, the yery day of their date, Meſſ. 
Let. p. 4s, Rutherford and Harris xx TENEDY the Theatre (though T. 
Harris would ſeem to convey the idea of exelufron) and brought 
with them. one Furkins, formerly ſervant to Mr. Harris, and whom I. 
had, at his inſtance, appointed one of our box-keepers, Furkins, 
they ſaid, muſt remain in the houſe, lie there, and keep poſſeſſion of it 
for them: whereupon they were made acquainted with the precautions 
I had taken to prote& Mr, Satjant in bis poſſeſſion. They ſaid, if I 
objected to ane man, they would have feu, and that they would return 
with them that very AR T bey then _—_— and Furkins ſoon 
followed them. 2 


Appriſed 


% 
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© Apptiſed of theſe proceedings, which Mr. Harris, in bis © 
pamphlet, bas ſo cautiouſly ſuppreſſed, and juſtly alarmed at the * 
increaſing danger of our property, which ſeemed to be deſtined l 
for a facrifice to malice and reſentment; 1 ordered the ſtage door to be 
ſhut vp, leaving no ingreſs, except throngh Mr. Powell's | 
houſe in the Piazza, in which there is a door "which cemmuri- tee" It 
cates with the Theatre, Many of my friends were acquainted . 
with this ſtep, and confeſſed the melancholy neceſſity for it, the mo- 
ment it was taken; and the gentlemen of the Beef- Steak Society, who 
dined at the Theatre that very day, were witneſſes of my diſtreſsful 
ſituation, and went out through the houſe of Mr. Powell. b 
The next day, Sunday June 12, (for they did not krep th 
their promife of returning that evening) they were informed 
by Mr. Sarjant junior of the directions I had given. On the Mon- 
day morning, however, they ſent Furkins again to make a formal 
demand of entrance at the ſtage-door. He was refuſed. About 
noon Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford came themſelves, and _ 
ſent Mr, Sarjant junior for the keys of the Theatre. I re- 76" 2g 
turned my compliments, and that they might go into te 
Theatre, whenever” they pleaſed, through the honſe of Mr. Powell. 
So far from being averſe to enter their own premiſes through another 
man's houſe, or aware of my litigious diſpofition,' they abſolute- md. 
ly determined to go into the Theatre through the houſe of My. i; 
Potvell, together with two gentlemen who accompanied them, Mr. 
Sarjant junior informed them, according to my directions given for the 


above-mentioned reaſons, that they aLont would be admitted. They 


took down this anſwer in writing, and retired. The two gentlemen can 
teſtify their non-admittance, and they now know the caufe of it. 

Mieſſ. Harris and Rutherford now finding that their pro- ns 
jected revolution in our ſtare could not take place fo ſilently 3 
as that in the Rehearſal, reſolved upon more vigorous mea- _ 
ſures. The time between this event and Friday morning they 
paſſed THUs. Mr. Rutherford bargained with Sawney Mac- 
regory, a Serjeant in the third regiment of Guards, to provide him a 
etachment of ſtout fellows to execute an enterprize of ſpirit. Mr. Harris 


ruffians armed with oaken towels, axes, iron-crows, and 


Oclock, (a pretty decent time of the'morning!) Mr. Harris, 

attended by two witneſſes, again demanded admittance for himſelf and Mr. 

Rutherford, at Mr. Sarjant's door. gy Sarjant was not ftirring, agg 
. * * @ watch. 


engaged his friend Mr. Hyde, the Carpenter, to procure a number of 


ſledge-hammers. Accordingly, on the 17th of June, about fix an g — "5 
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— 


Harris's 


on the forged evidence of their own letters. 


1 


a watchman (who is conſtantly retained for the preſervation of the 


Theatre) anſwered from within, that they could only be admitted through 


Mr. Powell's houſe in the Piazza? They had begun their operations. 
of that morning, by cauſing a padlock to be put on Mr. Powell's 
ſtreet-door : wherefore T. Harris came to the play-hauſe door, in Hart- 
fireet, where Mr. Rutherford was waiting for him, attended by the troop, 
whom I. Harris is pleaſed to call ſervants, viz. Sawney Macgregory's, 
ſoldiers out of their regimentals, (an army in diſguiſe) Mr. Hyde's journey- 
men, and, as I am told, ſome common hired ruffians from Exeter-ſtrcet. 
Thete /ervants being ordered 10 op EN A window, as the gentle T. Harris 
expreſſes it, by the application of their ſledge- hammers and iron- crows 
broke the outſide- ſnutters, ſmaſhed the window, forced the inſide faſt- 
enings, and found themſelves in leſs than two minutes in one of the, 
dreſſing- rooms, the door of which they likewiſe burſt open. One of the 
people in the Theatre had by this time reached the place. He offered 
no reſiſtance to Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, but oppoſed the entrance 
of the banditti that accompanied them; whereupon he was knocked. 
down, and very narrowly eſcaped being murdered. The ſtage was co- 
vered with. le in an inſtant, The new-comers/ turn- 
ps. ed the old tenants our of doors; or, as I ſhould ſay, pur 
them GENTLY out of the window.. 

From this moment all buſineſs, then carrying on to the 


June. 27. emolument of all the joint proprietors, was ſuſpended. Emery, 
Barry's Let. however, the maſter-carpenter to the Theatre, coming to his 


ANT „ the new directors graciouſly 


a ordered bim to be let in. What is, aſſerted by T. Harris con- 
Pp. 4. cerning my compelling Emery to ſign an article, Emery himſelf 
abſolutely denies. Seeing them full. of exultation at their, 
kill! in houſe-· breaking, he told them no ſecurities could withſtand iron- 
p. 46. ctows, Axes, and eee hammers; but that he thought 1T 

a ſtrange undertaking. 

- Meff. Rutherford and Harris have a very. new and peculiar method 
of proving a fact; a method which they have uniformly purſued ever 
fince Mr. Powell and I had the honour of their acquaintance, They 
fit down, and write you a letter, in which they aſſert, that you know, 
ſuch and. ſuch things to be true, relating them at the ſame time in di- 

rect contradiction to the real ſtate of the, caſe ; by .which ingenious 
device they expect to overthrow all other teſtimony, and to be believed 
This was their practice on 
the preſent occaſion. Having broken into che play-houſe, and expelled 
22 with all the other old ſervants of the Theatre, az 
the ſame day they ſent. me a letter from the Theatre, wherein 
they 


Harris Let. 
p- 48. 


1 29 ] 
they pretended to have been informed of Mr. Powell's hav'ng con- 
veyed A CONSIDERABLE PART OF THE WARDROBE from out of the peſo 
Seſſion of the proper officer, and carried the ſame to Hriſtel; and that, greatly 
ALARMED at this information, and determined ro MAKE THE EARLIEST 
ENQUIRY. INTO THE TRUTH OF IT, they had fer that purpoſe, on the pre- 
ceding Monday, ordered their ſervant to go to the Theatre, and attend for 
their coming. Now the real truth is, that they had made an earlier en- 
quiry into the truth of it. The women's wardrebe-reeper had 
told them (and would willingly {wear it) that Mr. Potvell had 
taken NO CLOATHS from the women's wardrobe : and the men's 
wardrobe-keeper had ſhewn them an inventory of what Mr. Powell had 
taken from that wardrobe. Their previous knowledge of this circum- 
ſtance is one of the main points proved by Whitfield's affidavit : though. 
T. Harris, for obvious reaſons, has paſt it over in ſilence. ; 

What then ſhall we ſay to a man who pretends to have 
DISCOVERED that many things were taken away by Mr. Powell, 
but that what in the whole might be wanting it was impoſſible- 
for them io aſcertain? 


Harris's Let. : 
P. 453 


Harris's Let. 
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The world, however, agrees that, being unbappily connected with: 


two ſuch partners as Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris, it was wrong in 
Mr. Powell, whatever extraordinary indulgence he might claim as a' 
proprietor, to take three or four ſuits to Briſtol; and wrong in me who,: 


as director, had the care of that property, however uſual and cuſtomary . 


fuch a practice might be, to conſent to it. It was wrong. We agree 
with the world; but ſhould be more ſenſibly: mortified by their cenſure 
on this occaſion, if it fell ſo. heavily upon ourſelves as on Meflrs. Ru- 
therford and Harris, The world was apprized of the tyranny and 
oppreſſion, the 'rancour and malevolence of our aſſociates. | We were 
condemned, therefore,, for giving ſuch men a handle; of which, how- 
ever dirty, they would nor fail to take hold. 

So far were they from previouſly conſulting and adviſing with 1 
ſeveral gentlemen of great eminence in all departments of the law * 4 * 
concerning this tranſaction, that no ſooner had they ſeized the 
theatre, expelled our common ſervants, ſtripped the wardrobe, and 


carried it off in carts, together with the muſick, prompt books, &c. to 
Mr. Harris's houſe in Surry-ſtreet, than they ran down to Weſtm. Hall, 


to be adviſed how to defend their proceedings. It was there we learnt 


from the gentleman to whom they applied, that having now enabled 


themſelves to treat with ſomething in hand, they were inclined to liſten 
to an accommodation, and our reſpeFive counſel appointed 
the very next day for that purpoſe.” It was We therefore 
who were amuſed cvith the. hopes of a fair reference, which im- 


mediately 


Harris's Let. 
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301 
mediately fell to the ground, on theſe two preliminaries being given in 
on the part of Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris. | 

1. That all engagements made by Mr. Colman ſhould be void. 

2. That ſuch of the ſervants as had offended Meſſrs. Harris and Ru- 
therford ſhould be diſcharged. X | | 

Whoever has gone through theſe ſheets will, I believe, acquit me for 
rejecting propoſals, with which it was not even in my power, had I 
been mean enough to have wiſhed it ſo, to comply. The preliminaries 
of Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, having been delivered verbally, no 
copy was ſuffered to be taken of thoſe on our part, which were in 
writing. I ſhould be ſurprized therefore, if it were now in Mr. Harris's 
power to ſurpriſe me, at-his pretending to print them in his pamphler, 
He has not, I dare ſay, really forgot the following two, which, to the 
altoniſhment of his own counſel, he marked with a pencil, as having a 
particular objection to them. : 

The bills, ſalaries, &c. now due to be paid, monies overdrawn to be paid 
in, yearly account immediately ſettled, and dividend duly made by the trea- 
farer. | | ; 

Objected to by Mr. Harris! | 

No power to be given to any proprietor to controul the usual AND on- 
DINARY 'PAYMENTS OF SALARIES AND INCIDENTAL WEEKLY. CHaR«. 


Es. ä 
Objected to by Mr. Harris! | 
2 Refletting now very conſiderately on our ſituation, and on the 
2 Let. poft conduit ef Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris, the concluſion 
we drew from it was this. That finding themſelves un- 
« deceived concerning their intended DeseoTISM under the article reſ- 
«« petting the management, they had immediately laid a plan of driving 
us (me in particular) ont of the theatre, or of reſcinding that article; 
& thatintheexecution of thatplan they had perſevered through the whole ſeaſon, 
«© by repeatedly inſulting me, and paying no more regard to Mr. Powell, 
« than if he was entirely unconcerned in the property; that they had en- 
« deavoured eſſentially to hurt the whole property, and the profits of the paſt 
« ſeaſon in particular, by their conſtant and unremitting endeavours to. 
* diſtreſs and embarraſs us in the conduct of it; that, in fine, they had 
© endeavoured, in open violation of our articles, 10 engage, to alt under 
<< their diremion ſolely, every perſon belonging to the theatre, upon pain of 
« large penalties; and had at laſt abſolutely committed the moſt flagrant 
4 outrages on the theatre, by expelling the common ſervants of all the 
« proprietors, filling it with ruffians, ſtiled ſervants to Meſſrs. Harris 
and Rutherford, who had by the aſſiſtance of theſe ruffians, not only 
E checked all theatrical proceedings for our common intereſt, but 2 
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« ried off by cart-joads our joint property, to the amount of ſeveral 
« thouſand pounds!” Add to which, that thele ruffians ſtill held poſ- 


ſeſſion of the theatre, drinking and /mogking on the (tage, (a practice 


never ſuffered before) and behaving in ſuch a diſorderly manner, as to 
cauſe a magiſtrate to ſend me the following card, which gave us reaſon 
to tremble tor the part of qQur property ſtill left in their cuſtody, as well 
as for that which they had, with ſo very little ceremony, carcied away. 


The CARD. res | 
Sir John Fielding's reſpects to Mr, Colman; ſhould be glad to ſee him this 
evening at eight o'clock, to meet Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, to ſettle ſome 
plan te relieve the fears of the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Covent Garden Theatre, 


relative to the miſchiefi that may happen BY FIRE OR OTHERWISE, from the perſons 
Now in the houſe. | 

- Bow-Street, June 21, 1708. 

Having no controul over the perſons THEN in the houſe, nor any deſire 
to meet Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, 1 did not attend, 1 

While the Theatre remained in this ſtate I ventured once or twice, and 
Mr. Powell oftener, to take a ſurvey of the premiſes; and _ 
never were men ſo much aſtoniſbed as we were, to find ourſelves In _ _ 
in ſo complete a fortification. The precautions I had taken to 
prevent the continuance of outrages already begun, were no more than 
putting a few additional bolts and bars to the doors and windows, that 
they might not be forced open, before the civil power could be called 
in to prevent a breach of the — We did not ſpeak to Mr. Hyde, 
the maſter-carpenter to the Theatre under the new managers  * 
but we obſerved how advantageouſly be and his men had been p 
employed in cutting our boards and timber to pieces in order to 
bar and fortify every avenue and window in the houſe. Mr. IS 
Powell's door was particularly barricadoed againſt. its owner: P mw 
and the ruffians, whom fear had made qutrageous and deſperate, had 
even broke into part of a houſe in Bow-Street, the excluſive” property of 
Mr. Powell and myſelf, to redouble their fortifications, Seeing a baſket 
of ſhavings at one of the ſtage doors, I could not help remonſtrating to 
ſome of theſe new ſervants of the theatre, who had made it Aa 
den of thieves, on the danger of ſuch a circumſtance from 9 
tobacco- pipes, and lighted candles. One fellow, who ſeemed 
by his appearance unfit to be truſted with a ſhilling, told us that he 
and his colleagues were only ating care of our property; and Mr. Powell 
— like to have been knocked on the head by * 5 them, who 

t guard in the box- paſſage, for not giving the wateb- worte. 

— they from admitting rf her. who came by our IEG: 

order, that Mr, Sarjant and fon, who were ſervants of the 1 


t 199 } | N 
Theatre under my direction, were repeatedly injoined by Meſſrs, Ru- 
therford and Harris to take their things out of the theatre. Mr. Sar- 
jant's ſon, having occaſion to leave town, took a few neceſſaries; but 
Mr. Sarjant himſelf always refuſed. | | 
5 Wretched and reſtleſs as T. Harris may have ſuppoſed me, 
e cr RR I would not, triumphant as they thought themſelves, have 
eres, changed ſituations at this period with himſelf and Mr. Ru- 
therford. They were now in poſſeſſion, in excluſive poſſeſſion; but 
could neither legally open, or ſhut up the Theatre. They reſolved 
however, as being the moſt ruinous, on the latter expedient. They 
had before told me, as I have before told the Publick, that they ſhould 
not be moved at ſeeing the Theatre in flames. It was the language of 
Mr. Harris, echoed by all his partiſans, that he would never give up 


his point, while there was one brick of.the houſe remaining on another; 


' and he perſonally declared to a gentleman at the Theatre, 
_ N whom he found therein with Mr. Powell and myſelf, that he 
| < had got poſſeſſion, and d—n him if he did not keep it.“ 
It was incumbent on me therefore, in juſtice to Mr. Powell as well as 
„ myſelf, to apply in his abſence 7o counſel and to magiſtrates ; 
m_ _ never raving and ſtorming, nor ever affecting to be perfely 
eaſy, but declaring to two perſons in particular, I ſuppoſe they 
mean Meſſrs. Macklin and Woodward, that if he theatre ſhould not open 
next year, I could ſupport the loſs better than Meſſts. Harris and Ruther- 
ford. 
- June, I applied then, it is true, to no leſs than three learned and 
9 7 able counſel, three of the moſt reſpectable names in each de- 
partment of the law; and the only favour I ever received from Mr. 
Harris, in order to balance the many and ſevere injuries he has done 
me, is his having afforded me this opportunity of acknowledging in 
publick the many obligations I owe to thoſe gentlemen, as well as to 
many of the profeſſion (for which I have the moſt ſincere reſpect) con- 
cerned for Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris. The counſel on both ſides 
have all concurred in recommending pacifick meaſures; and I cannot 
believe that any lawyer, or other perſon of conſideration whatever, ad- 
viſed the outrages of the 17th of June, or other violences of Meſſ. 
„ . Rutherford and Harris. I will not, after their example, 
gn ay handy about the beſt - opinions in the kingdom, as I think it has 
been extremely illiberal in T. Harris, to dwell with ſuch 
unmannerly iteration on one of the firſt names in the law; though I 
muſt do him the juſtice to believe he rather meant to render me ob- 
noxious. to the gentleman who bore it, than to dare to give any per- 


* 
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ſopal offence to the gentleman himſelf, 


Upon 
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Upon a full and impartial fate of the cafe, my - counſel were of 
opinion, that the Theatre was entitled to the protection of the civil 
power, and that a magiſtrate ought, if called upon, to act on this gc- 
caſion. Only one magiſtrate was applied to, except George Wrighte, 
of Great Pulteney Street, Eſq; to whom, upon a conference on that 
ſubject, one of my counſel declared, that he ſaw no forci- 
ble reaſon aſſigned by the other magiſtrate for declining to be 
concerned. 

The impertinence of calling Mr. Wrighte onz—— Wright, 1, 
Ei; together with the pitiful inſinuations of my prevailing 
en bim, BY WHAT MEANS I KNOW BEST, is only to be equalled by the 
falſhood of the aſſertion, that, without giving them. the leaſt notice of his in- 
tentions, he iſſued his precept to the ſberiff of the county ta reinſtate Mr. 
Charles Sarjant in the poſſeſſion of the Theatre. 
The truth is this: Mr. Wrighte, a gentleman whoſe cha- July. 

racter is every way proof againſt the mean imputations of I. 
Harris, acted in the moſt honourable, the moſt regular manner. The 
proceedings were all ſettled by counſel. So far from vor 
giving T. Harris, &c. the leaſt notice of his intentions, that af- ©" N 
ter the inquiſition was taken and found by the jury, on Fri- 
day July 8, written notices thereof, wherein the name, additions, and 
place of abode of the magiſtrate were given at full length, were ſent to 
the houſes of Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, as well as to one Jones 
at the ſtage · door, ſeverally. Jones abſolutely ſaid be would anſwer it. 
One of Mr. Harris's five attornies (for he is perpetually ſnhifting his ad- 
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viſers) actually went to a gentleman concerned on our part to aſk ad- 


vice on the notice. The next day, Saturday July g, having complied 


with every due form, the magiſtrate iſſued his precept to the ſheriff, 


The Theatre, now once more in its natural ſtate, yet bore evi- 
dent marks of the late convulſions. Near twenty bludgeons, with 


which the ruffians kept guard, were left behind. Every door and 
drawer, which might be ſuppoſed to contain valuable property, had been 
- broke open, without even demanding the keys. As to the wardrobes, 
it would have been impoſſible for an indifferent perſon to conceive that 
any proprietor could poſſibly have left them in that ſtate : for, not to 
mention the folly of removing any part of the cloaths from drawers and 
. prefles remarkably well calculated for their preſervation, and apartments 
. wherein they were alſo inſured from fire, ſome of the richeſt and moſt 
valuable were thrown together like foul linnen ; and plainly proved the 
pillagers ſo intent on what they carried away, that they were regatdleſs 


of the condition of what they left behind. Jen 


Deen „„ 
Such are a few plain fats, ſclelted from a muliitude ef grie- 
Harris's Let. vanres, «ith which the malignity of T. Harris h2s ſurmfbeds 


Ibid: p. 54. poking a ſteady view of my conduct, or the moTives for it. 
Neither in this, nor in my former Narrative, have 1 once thrown out 
the name of Mrs. Lefſingham, but when truth extorted it from me. 
To T. Harris and his colleague alone it is owing that her name, as well 
as their own obfcure names, have - been rendered thus publick. I 
neither inflamed our private differences, nor commenced this paper-war : 
but if Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris choſe to circulate libels, falſe as they 
were malicious, in print and in manuſcript, I was bound to give them 
- at anſwer; and if the diſcloſure of the truth brought any part of the 
publick cenſure on Mrs. Leſſingham, as well as themſelves, not I, but 
her illiberal friends, were the cauſe of it. A fine lady perhaps may be 
allowed a competent portion of vanity and caprice, and ſome little in- 
clination'to miſchief; but I have too ſincere a regard for the ſex. to be- 
lieve, that there ever reſided in a female boſom ſo black a heart, a 
heart ſo rancorous and malevolent as that of T. Harris. To her there- 
fore, however offenfively ſhe may have acted, I bear no reſentment z 
nor do I wiſh to draw upon her that of the Publick. She, as well as Mr. 
Rutherford, has, I dare fay, often been miſguided; Mr. Harris muft 
be humoured ; and has in his nature, among many worſe qualities, the 
tyranny of a ſchool-boy, who will have every thing his own way. To 
him I afcribe ſome letters ſhe has ſent. me; for as they con- 
Harmon es rain thoſe gentle and complacent arguments, -with which the pri- 
Vate correſpondence of the gentle and complacent T. Harris fo 
much abounds, they muſt have been forged in the ſame mint of falſe- 
hood and ſcandal. ' To him alſo J aſcribe her ſerving me and Mr. Powell 
en the 23d of June with a copy of à vrit on account of her ſalary, when 
he knew that he had himſe}t locked up the money, with which that, 
as well as many other payments, ought to have been diſcharged. 
Revenge, mean revenge, is the paſſion of a little mind. I do not 
wonder therefore that the malice of T. Harris ſhould extend to my 
friends; and that there is not a ſingle performer, officer, or ſervant, 
for whom he has even ſuſpected me to entertain the leaſt regard, or ho 
haye done their duty by obeying my orders, as director of the Thea- 
tre, whom he has not endeavoured to ruin and deprive of their bread, 
by expelling them the play-houſe. There is not one among the few 
inclining to him or his colleague, whatever provocation they may have 
given me, to whom J have offered the ſlighteſt injur r. , 
e r 
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Ps me. The true ſtatèe of our differences is now before the Publick, 
Whoſe eyes 1 have never once endeavoured to divert rum 
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J. conſider his Addreſs to me at the end of his pamphlet with the con- 
tempt due to a man, who calls oon me to treat with him in pub- 
lick, becauſe n Dzs1GNS UPON. HIS PROPERTY are ſo p Ayu. 
GEROVUS and ſo NOTOR 10V8, be cannot TRUST HIMSELF again re Let. 
to treat with me in private, He may perhaps command z _—_ t 
proper authority from Mr. Rutherford, which he therefore * 9 gh. 
flides (as a thing of courſe) into a parentheſis 4 but he is to be taught 
that there is another perſon, whom he contemptuouſly omits to men- 
tion, (even in a parentheſis) whoſe authority is as Yequifite as Mt. Ru- 
therford's, his own, or mine, to conclude ypon the terms of any treaty 
concerning our common property: I mean Mr. Powell. 

In regard to Mr. Rutherford, it is certain, whatever authority he 
may have given Mr. Harris to negotiate this treaty, that he did alſo 
authorize, by a letter from abroad, a gentleman of known character 
and reputation in his profeſſion, to declare that Mr. Rutherford's ſhare 
in the Theatre was to be fold; and to demand as the price of it, he 
balance «of the caſh-book laſt ſeaſon being ſo exceedingly ſmall, 
ONLY eighteen thouſand five hundred pounds : to get more in- 
deed, if practicable, but not yo treat for leſs and conſider- 
ing that I by my weak or wicked miſmanagement have o. r 
leſſened the cuſtomary profits near one half, this demand cannot Ibid p. 37; 
be thought very unreaſonable from a maleconteat proprietor, who may 
naturally wiſh that the purchaſer ſhould make him ſome compenſation 
for the injuries he has ſuſtained by the miſmanagement of Mr. Colman. 

The uſe, however, which T. Harris makes of the name of bis col- 
league, naturally leads one to obſerve the confidence and ſingularity of 
his preſent conduct. He and Mr. Rutherford jointly compoſe one ne- 
gative, Mr. Rutherford goes abroad; one moiety of the negative va- 
niſhes; and the other moiety (by@very ſtrange kind of logick) beco 
an affirmative. 5 2 | 

I ſhall paſs over in ſilence his three, fieft propoſals ; but as to the 
fourth, the only one which ſeems. either plain or intelligible, 
or has the leaſt colour of that fairneſi or equity to which he — 
pretends, I do hereby aver to j#he;PuBLick, for ro THE 
PUBLICK ALONE I Now ADDRESS MYSELF, that whenever T. Harris and his 
Colleague will prefer their bill in Chancery againſt us, reſpecting oux PRE- 
SENT ARTICLES AND PAST TRANSACTIONS, neither I nor Mr. Powell 
will make any delay in putting in a full and ſufficient anſwer. And I now, in 
this public manner, call upon them to file this long-threatened bill againſt us: 
And I do hereby pledge my honour, not to T. Harris, but To THE PuBLick, 
that no means or endeavours of mine, or Mr. Powell, ſhall be wanting to bring 


Mit to a foort and ſpeedy concluſion. — ; 
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